MEETING OF THE PARISH FORUM ON 17 SEPTEMBER 09

St Mary’s, Penistone at 7.30pm

Present:
Father Harney, Marianne Down, Doug Carr, Ann Roberts, 



Kath Wade, Dorothy Savage, Maureen Dunlop, Ann Whitfield, 



John Wright, Peter O’Brien, Mary Barry, Mick Ward, 



Brendan and Phyl Lally, Peter Neal, Felicity Fletcher, 



Barbara Horsman, Christine and John Wood, Nicola Moorhead, 


René Columbo, Pat Kitching, Marie Wilson. 



Minutes: Geraldine Bebb.

Apologies:
Pat Punt, Maureen Aitken, Nora Carr, Joan Barry, Edna Daly, 



Theresa O’Brien, Michael O’Brien.

The meeting opened with a prayer led by Father Harney.

Minutes of Previous Meeting.

The Minutes were agreed a true record.

Matters Arising: Thanks were given to Mary Barry for hosting a wonderful gala last July.  The day was thoroughly enjoyed by many.

150th Anniversary Feedback.

A discussion took place, highlighting the pros and cons of the Anniversary Mass.  The event was thoroughly delightful and the very few minor ‘blips’ have been noted for future occasions.

Following the Mass for the Bereaved on 7 November, the celebrations will reach a finale on the Feast of Christ The King (Sunday 22 November) – the Mass will be led by the young of the parish.

A suggestion was made to host the forthcoming Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Improvements to the Church Seating and Porch (Mick Ward).

Mick Ward produced a blueprint for improving the seating arrangements in St Ann’s Church.  In order to provide more access for weddings and funerals, the Finance Committee has suggested removing the end of each bench and replacing this with a chair.  The chairs can then be taken out as and when necessary. A further suggestion is to replace the two rear benches with a row of chairs.  This scheme will be affordable and not wasteful.  

An objection was made to re-siting the font in the porch.

Questions:

· Will the benches be upholstered?  This can be done quite cheaply.

· How can the porch be improved?  A new door will make a huge difference to its appearance.

· Should we consult an architect?  Yes.

Day of Reflection on Saturday 26 September (Mary Barry).

The theme of the retreat is ‘Home Is A Holy Place’ and every guest is asked to bring one or two items which have significant meaning in their families.

Timetable:


10am
refreshments and welcome

children:


10.30
retreat commences


8 to 10 (Mrs Flanagan)


10.50 groups





11 to 16 (Clare Lees)


12.15 
shared lunch


1.15
groups


3pm 
Mass (first Mass of Sunday)

Transport can be arranged for anyone requiring a lift from Penistone.

School staff will prepare the premises on Friday evening.

Refreshments will be available to all throughout the day, provided by school.

Bookings need to be taken after all the Masses this coming weekend.

Readers’ Day.

Maureen Aitken will be asked to arrange a new date – the previous meeting was postponed.

Any Other Business.

Chris Thorpe will be away for 7 weeks.  Bridget Sykes will produce the weekly newsletter but needs help getting it across to St Ann’s.  Various offers of help were made.

Brendan Lally: Possible Visit of the Pope.

There is a possibility of a papal visit to Britain next year. This will coincide with the canonisation of Cardinal Newman.  Perhaps we should be looking at a parochial/diocesan visit to one of the venues.

Ann Whitfield:

Justice and Peace Day at St Bernard’s School, Herringthorpe, on Saturday 10 October, 10am to 4pm.  Theme: The Changing Face Of Britain.

Pilgrimage Against Poverty  - a walk from the cathedral to Arbourthorne on Saturday 17 October.

Anniversary Brochures: so far, profits from the sale have reached £770.

John Wright: Bereavement Training for Lay People.

John has received an email from Mary Dolan, saying that training is available over the course of a weekend.

Chris Wood: Liturgy Groups.

Philip Jakob, diocesan director of music, has been holding meetings throughout the diocese.  The next meeting will take place at the Sacred Heart School on Wednesday 30 September at 7pm.

Barbara Horsman: Swop Box at St Mary’s.

John Wright stated that the swop box, for unwanted items, is not very successful because outdated food items are often placed in it.

Felicity Fletcher: Practical Assistance.

Felicity suggested we should co-ordinate a list of helpers willing to give immediate practical assistance when needed (prescriptions collected etc).  This idea will be put in the newsletter.

The Relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux at Kirk Edge Convent on 5 October.

The coach from our parish will be the first to arrive and, therefore, Reverend Mother has requested that the procession be led by ten children from St Ann’s School who will strew petals around the casket.  

The coach will leave St Ann’s Church at 11am and will return by 1pm.  

Hallam Caring Services (Susan Tym).

Information is available in the church porches about parenting courses.

Date of next meeting: please note that this has been changed to      Thursday 3 December at St Ann’s Church Hall.

Fathe Harney closed the meeting with a prayer.







